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Dear Professor Grenyer,
Re: Consultation paper on registration standardselated matters.

Thank you for providing the opportunity to commentthe “Consultation paper on registration stanslart related
matters” that was released on th& Z¥ttober. The School of Psychology at the UnivgrsitSydney offers doctoral
level training in clinical psychology and is theye# concerned with the range of issues that ttpepeonsiders,
including training standards, supervision practwerkforce issues and the quality of psychologyises offered to
the public.

Overall, the School of Psychology strongly supptresrange of proposals that are outlined in thresatiation paper.
We strongly support the Psychology Board of Ausialproposed Mandatory registration standardeadorsed.
There are a number of other issues that we wokgdtdi particularly highlight in our response.

3 Proposed qualification requirementsfor general registration

The School of Psychology supports the proposalrégistration standards be raised to six yearsustralian
Psychology Accreditation Council (APAC) accrediteining. We agree that the current four univergawgrs plus
two-year internship should be phased out in sixgjess it does not provide sufficiently rigorousparation for
clinical practice, and sits well below internatibetandards for the profession of psychology. Raishe standards
for general registration will, as stated, incretiseprotection of the public.

4 Proposal for specialist registration

The School of Psychology is in agreement with tegcRology Board of Australia that specialist regigon provides
greater protection for the public than non-spesiakgistration. We also support the recognitiospecialist
registration based on a doctoral degree in indalidpecialities as this equates with standardgdaeral psychology
registration in the United States and the Unitexdgdom. Our University has chosen to offer only dogitlevel
professional training in clinical psychology becauge believe that Australian practice should nihto@low
international standards.

In line with the Psychology Board of Australia, ivelieve that specialist registration will enhankzity for the
public in choosing a psychologist to meet theirc#peneeds and thereby provide stronger protediorthe public
interest. We strongly support the Board’'s recommaéind of Option 3 (requiring possession of an APéd¢Credited
doctorate degree) as it is recognised internatipaal the required standard and also representstdiement of
advanced theoretical knowledge and practice inlpdpgy. For example, doctoral level training is baesic
requirement for practice as a licensed clinicacpsyogist in the USA, or a chartered clinical psyldgist in the UK.
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We are strongly in agreement that eligibility foP3 college membership is not appropriate as anioggtandard for
specialist registration under the new scheme, pifyraecause of inconsistencies and variationhanpgathways that
have lead to APS college membership.

The School of Psychology is less convinced of tist &f Specialities (Table 4.1). For example, we anaware of
any APAC-accredited postgraduate professional ésgnéth the specialisation clinical geropsycholagyd would
instead see this as a sub-speciality of clinicgtpslogy. Even with the list restricted to accrediprofessional
degrees, there is a risk that a proliferation afrdes leading to a proliferation of specialisestwvill cause more
confusion in the minds of the public. We argueéastthat the Psychology Board of Australia, throitgiprocedures
for developing standards, determine a limited anideflist of specialist titles that best represtmg main streams of
professional practice of psychology both in Auséraind internationally. For example, we would supfige core
specialist titles: Clinical Psychology (subsumihg more focused clinical areas of geropsychologmmunity and
health psychology); Neuropsychology; Educational Bevelopmental Psychology; Industrial and Orgaitgsa
Psychology; and Forensic Psychology. Counsellingipalogy is not a specialist area of practice, la@st sits within
the title of general registration.

5 Proposals for endor sements

The School of Psychology strongly supports the gsapthat the supervision of psychologists be wupepgdao an
endorsed area of practice as outlined in the ctatsuh paper. We agree that this will ensure thasé in supervisory
roles have the requisite knowledge, skills and catencies to provide oversight of the professiosues safe and
effective practice and to develop and maintaincsaas.

In conclusion, we commend the Psychology Board udtralia for presenting proposals that, in our aginwill
ensure a viable, high-quality and safe psychologgkiarce for Australia. In particular, the mandatoegistration
standards, proposed specialist registration andreathent of supervisors will reinforce high staxddan the
profession of psychology that are consistent witerinational practice.

Yours sincerely,
Associate Professor Caroline Hunt,

Director of Clinical Training,
On behalf of the School of Psychology, The Uniugref Sydney.



