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Professor Brin Grenyer 
Chair of the Psychology Board of Australia 
chair@psychologyboard.gov.au 
 
 
 

       10th September, 2010 
 
 
Dear Professor Grenyer, 
 

RE: Consultation Paper 5 - Proposed revisions to the Guidelines on Area of 
Practice Endorsements 

 
We are writing on behalf of students currently enrolled in the Combined PhD/Masters 
of Clinical Neuropsychology degree at Macquarie University, to provide comment on 
“Consultation Paper 5 - Proposed revisions to the Guidelines on Area of Practice 
Endorsements”. Firstly, we would like to thank the Psychology Board of Australia 
(PBA) for inviting us to comment on this consultation paper. As we are studying in 
NSW, the comments we have made include examples of how these guidelines would 
impact students within the NSW health system. 
 
In reviewing the proposed guidelines we noted the following issues: 
   
• While the guidelines allow Doctoral or Combined Masters/PhD candidates to 

enter the registrar program after completion of two years of postgraduate 
study (including completion of all coursework and placements), the 
guidelines do not allow Doctorate or Combined Masters/PhD candidates to 
apply for general registration.  
 
The board itself acknowledges that Doctoral students “often share the same type 
of training with Masters students during the first two years of training” (Page 2, 
Consultation Paper 5 August 2010). Given that Doctorate or Combined 
Masters/PhD students share the same training as Masters students, we question 
why the board would not allow Doctorate or Combined Masters/PhD students to 
apply for general registration following completion of the clinical training 
components of the degree. Under the state based registration scheme the NSW 
Psychologists Registration Board recognised this, and allowed Doctorate students 
to become fully registered if they had completed all coursework, supervised 
placements and two years of provisional registration. We have included as an 
attachment the relevant pages from the NSW Psychologists Registration Board 
October 2008 newsletter, which outlines this policy. 
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The ineligibility of Doctorate or Combined Masters/PhD candidates for general 
registration prior to completion of all degree components has the following 
implications: 

o Candidates would be ineligible for many jobs which provide the 
clinical experience required by the registrar training program. 
Currently, eligibility for registration as a General Psychologist is a 
minimum requirement for any person employed or applying for a position 
as a psychologist in the NSW health system. As these psychologist 
positions form the majority of roles in which registrars would obtain the 
experience required by the Registrar Training Program, this would 
significantly reduce the number of positions that Doctoral or Combined 
Masters/PhD candidates are eligible for. This would have a significant 
negative impact on their ability to commence a Registrar Training 
Program and maintain their clinical skills while completing the research 
component of their degrees. 

o Doctorate or Combined Masters/PhD candidates would only be able to 
commence work when an appropriate supervisor is found and the 
Registrar Training Program is approved by the PBA, which may 
make them less desirable candidates for a job. 
Candidates may be competing against those who have completed a 
Masters qualification and are therefore eligible for general registration. As 
the applicants who are generally registered would be able to commence 
work immediately, these candidates may be employed instead of a 
Doctorate or Combined Masters/PhD candidate, further reducing the 
opportunity for these students to commence a registrar training program 
and maintain their clinical skills while completing the research component 
of their degrees. 
 

• Description of clinical neuropsychologist area of practice in point 3.1.3 is 
incomplete. 
We would like to propose that this description also makes reference to cognitive 
disorders. For example, the description could read “Clinical Neuropsychologists 
specialise in the assessment, diagnosis and treatment of cognitive and 
psychological disorders associated with conditions affecting the brain”.  
 

Finally, we would like to take this opportunity to highlight to the PBA that there are 
currently Doctorate and Combined Masters/PhD candidates who have completed, or 
are nearing completion of, the placement and coursework components of their degree. 
Under the state based registration scheme that was in place when these students 
commenced their candidature, these students were eligible for general registration 
following completion of these components. As the current guidelines do not allow 
these students register as a General Psychologist, and eligibility for registrar training 
is under consultation, these candidates have limited opportunity to maintain and 
develop their clinical skills while they complete the research component of their 
degree. In this interim period, while the Registrar Training Program is implemented 
and the profession adapts to the new Registrar Training Program, we strongly request 
that the PBA introduce a grace period to enable those students who were enrolled 
in a Doctoral degree or Combined Masters/PhD on 30 June 2010 to apply for 
general registration following completion of all coursework, placements, and two 
years of postgraduate study. This would ensure that during the transition to the 



 3 

national registration scheme, these students are able to maintain and develop their 
clinical skills while completing the research component of their degrees. 
 
We wish to thank you again for the opportunity to provide feedback on this 
consultation paper.  
 
Kind Regards, 
 
Emily Connaughton 
Combined PhD/Masters of Clinical Neuropsychology Candidate 
Macquarie University 
 
Tracey Shaw 
Combined PhD/Masters of Clinical Neuropsychology Candidate 
Macquarie University 
 
 
Alexandra Wilson 
Combined PhD/Masters of Clinical Neuropsychology Candidate 
Macquarie University  
 
Adam Bentvelzen 
Combined PhD/Masters in Clinical Neuropsychology Candidate 
Macquarie University  
 
Melissa Dickinson 
Combined PhD/Masters of Clinical Neuropsychology Candidate 
Macquarie University  
 
 
 
Vanessa Leung 
Combined PhD/Masters of Clinical Neuropsychology Candidate 
Macquarie University 
 
Erika Contini 
Combined PhD/Masters of Clinical Neuropsychology Candidate 
Macquarie University 
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Attachment 1: 
Relevant pages from the NSW Psychologists Registration Board October 2008 
newsletter, which outlines the policy for intern psychologists completing registration 
via an approved higher degree. The policy is outlined under point nine on the 
following page. 
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